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A STUDY OF THE
NESTING BEHAVIOR OF THE WESTERN TANAGER
by Doris Gates
A study was made of the nesting
habits of the Western Tanager, Piramga Zudoviciana, at the Biological
Station of the University of Montana
near Bigfork during the summer of
1963. Since few nests were observed
and the study extended through a
sing.le season, this can only be considered a small contribution to the
understanding of this species.

METHODS
This study was begun June 24 on
the first day of summer classes. In
most cases incubation had already
begun which precluded observations
of courtship, selection of nest sites,
sequence of egg laying and related
activities. Five nests with the possibility of the sixth were located and
will be referred to hereafter by number.
Nests 1 and 3 were discovered June
25, nest 2 on June 28, nest 4 on June
30, and nest 5 on July 3. Two other
pairs of Western Tanagers were observed over short periods of time but
their nests were not found.
Observations were made through
an 8x40 monocular and a 20 power
spotting scope from a distance of 30
feet or more. Special attention was
given to attentiveness during incubation, intervals of feeding the young
by the adults from the time of hatching until they were fledged, care
of fledglings, and use of songs and
calls. Aside from the time spent in
searching for nests and random observations of other Western Tanagers, nearly 50 hours of observations
extended from 4 :00 A.M., until 8 :30
P.M., with the majority of periods
falling between 8 :00 A.M., and 5 :00
P.M.
Three nests were collected ·and analyzed. Two fledg.lings were caught

from nest 1 and one from nest 3.
A circular area with a diameter
of 66.6 feet around each nest tree
was analyzed for species of trees,
their circumference and number, and
composition and general height of the
understory of shrubs.

NEST
Nesting trees were Douglas fir
(Pseudotsuga menziesii) except for
nest 2 which was in a grand fir
(A bies grandis). All nests were in
the lower third of the trees on leafed
branches 20 to 25 feet from the
ground. Nest 3 was on a branch seven and a half feet long and was
placed four and a half feet from the
trunk, and nest 1 was on a branch
ten feet long and about seven feet
from the trunk. The latter was built
under a small branch which provided
a canopy for it.
Nests were built on small branches
which forked two or three times.
Though some smaller branches were
incorporated in the bottom .layer of
the nests, the nests seemed to be so
loosely attached to the trees that
slight pressure from below was sufficient to remove it from the branch.
However, they seemed quite secure
on windy days. Light could be seen
through the nests at some places indicating that they were loose.ly constructed.
All nests were located on branches
which extended over rather open
areas except nest 2 which was on a
branch extending toward a small
maple. Nest 3 was close to an area
heavily used by the personnel of the
Biological Station. In fact, incubation and feeding the young continued
when a volleyball game was in progress within 50 yards of the nest tree.
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Nest 1 was near an inhabited cabin
and above paths that were traveled
frequently, but activities of the nest
were not interrupted. Nest 4 had
little human activity near it and
nest 5 was located in a densely vegetated area about 75 yard;; wide and
having a busy highway on one side
and a camping site of a state park
on the other. Nest 2 was most remote
from human activities and was abandoned after two eggs had been laid
possibly because of the commotion
raised by the observer when trying to
find a suitable place for the blind.
A squirrel was observed leaving
nest 5 with something in its mouth
and subsequently there was no activity around this nest which at least
suggests the fate of the young. Two
young birds were soon seen in the vicinity of nest 4, so these may have
fledged safely. Three young were

Fig. 1.

Nest 2.

3

known from nest 3 and four from
nest 1.
Nests 2 (fig. 1) and 3 were collected and measured as follows:
Nest
2
3

Width in mm.
Outside
Inside
150x170
140x140

65x70
70x74

Depth in mm.
Outside
Inside
70
60

38
44

The outside of the nests was constructed of coarse twigs largest of
which were 2 mm. in diameter. These
were twigs of mock orange. (Philadelphus lewisii), ninebark (PhysocarP'U.S cCipitatus), snowberry (Symphorica1'pos rivularis), and Douglas fir.
Inside this was a layer of finer twigs
such as snow berry, and the lining
consisted of finer rootlets, plant fibers, and hair. Nest 2 was lined from
top to bottom with black horse hair
perhaps from a pasture about a quarter of a mile away. The other nests
had a small amount of human hair
and fine nylon fishing leader.

(See Text.)
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VOICE
The songs and calls of the Western
Tanager were divided into five classifications.
1. Primary song which Peterson
(1961) describes in his Field Guide
to Western Birds as being similar to
that of the Black-headed Grosbeak or
Robin but less sustained and hoarser.
This was given only by the male, and
July 20 was the last day this song
was heard at the station.
2. Cri-teek or cri-ti-teek which Peterson gives as pi-tic or pit-i-tic. This
was still being heard August 10 at the
conclusion of the study.
3. The fast song is like the primary
song but faster.
4. Plaintive call which was the
quality of a soft bluebird call.
5. Cher-ree syllables were used
especially by the young ones. The last
four were used by both adult Western
Tanagers. Several additional notes
were also heard, but descriptions are
inadequate.
Functions of the songs and calls
are somewhat speculative. The primary song of the male couLd be heard
almost any time of the day from
various trees in the vicinity of the
nest. The singing perch was usually
in a high tree but not the highest
point in the tree. The male also frequently used the cri-teek call and
sometimes the female seemed to respond by leaving the nest, but at
other times she left when there was
no sound. She sometimes left when
the fast song was given, too. The female often gave the cri-teek call as
she came to the nest during incubation. In fact, this call directed the
observer to at least three of the
nests.
When the tanagers came to the
nest to feed the young, they usually

gave one of the first four calls, but
not with any regularity, and sometimes they came without making any
sound at all. Only once did the nestlings appear to raise their heads in
response to a call. This leads one to
believe that the calls were mainly signals between the adults and not directed toward the young. The cherree call was given by the young O'les
shortly before and after they left the
nest. It was also given by the female
when she fluttered her wings in a
begging attitude toward the male, an
action which continued throughout
the incubation and nestling stages
but was not seen after the young
were f.ledged. The male was heard to
use this call only infrequently. Plaintive calls were given sometimes by the
begging female and by both adult
tanagers when the young ones first
hatched.

INCUBATION
Only the female incubated. The
male did not come to the nest though
he came within three or four feet of
it sometimes when the female returned and sometimes came to within
20 feet when the female left. She
often left after he called and it appeared that the male called her from
the nest. However, sometimes she
left when there was no call.
When the female left, she flew
straight away without stopping or
making any sounds, but when she
returned, she stopped several times
before going on the nest. Fifteen
records were kept as to whether the
female made any sound when she returned to the nest with the following
results; eight times she gave the criteek call, four, some other call, and
three times there was no sound.
The female maintained the same
position in the nest most of the time
being observed to turn in another
direction only two or three times.
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A ttentiveness is given in the following table:
Attentiveness
On
Off

Minutes
113
177
290

Percent
38.5
61.5
100

NESTLING STAGE
The day the eggs hatched there was
a great deal of commotion including
the fast song given by both adults,
and variations of the plaintive call.
In addition, there was a sound made
by the wings as the adults flew. It
was heard more in the female flight
than the male. This sound was also
heard on the day the young ones left
the nest. Other expressions of excitement included the female's perching
on the side of the nest for brief moments and the male's apparent inspection of the contents of the nest
with eyes and beak. They chased
Swainson's Thrushes, Black-capped
Chickadees, Audubon's
Warblers,
Red-breasted Nuthatches and other
birds not identified. Each chase lasted
a few seconds though a chickadee
was chased until it left the nest tree.
The male came fairly close, within
ten feet, to the observer several
times and looked directly at her
spreading the tail and wings slightly
and lowering the wings slightly.
The first insects brought as food
were very tiny, and the adults appeared to crush them in their beaks before
feeding the young. Food consisted
mainly of insects though a few times
very bright red fruits, possibly red
raspberries, were fed to the young.
There were no fecal sacs the first
few days which suggested that the
adults may have eaten the feces.
Later, fecal sacs were removed by
either parent.
When the adults came to the nest
to feed the young, they always stop-

No. of
Observations
,9
15

Ave.
12
12

Median
13
11

24
ped two or three times before perching on the edge of the nest but they
did not use the same route every
time. They usually stopped on the
branch holding the nest before going
to it at which time the young raised
their heads and gaped. The adults
usually flew only a short distance in
the same tree or a tree nearby before
flying away except when a fecal
sac was present when the birds flew
directly away to a tree 50 feet or
more distant and deposited the sac
on a branch. A few times the birds
caught food and returned to the nest
within a minute. When both adult
tanagers came to the nest tree at the
same time, the male always fed the
nestlings before the female did. Only
rarely were both birds on the edge of
the nest at the same time. If the male
was at the nest, the female waited
a short distance away until he left,
then she fed the young. If the female was at the nest when the male
arrived, she seemed to hurry away.
The following table gives (a) the
frequency with which the adults fed
the nestlings, (b) whether it was the
male or female that fed, and (c)
whether a sound was made by the
adult. The last item was based on
155 records.
The average interval between feedings was slightly over five minutes
and the median was four. The greatest interval was 46 minutes which
occured after a Cooper's Hawk flew
to a nearby tree and perched for
about one minute. The pattern of
feeding, especially in older nestlings,
seemed to be several in rapid succes-
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Adult
Male
Female

Feedings
149
109
258

Percent
57.8
42.2

Silent
37
32

100.0

sion of one to seven minutes followed
by ,longer intervals of nine to sixteen
minutes.
There were only 18 records of
brooding and these occured mostly
during the first days after hatching.
The female was on the nest from one
to thirty minutes with two minutes
being the median. Often the female
was on the nest for only a small part
of a minute then flew off, seemingly
after a call by the male at which
time he sometimes fed the young but
not always. The male was not seen
to brood the young.
It looked as though the female was
on the nest at night though at the
distance of observation this could not
be determined definitely. No shading
of the young was noted though the
nest was occasionally in the sun.

FLEDGLING STAGE
ThE:< young birds in nest 3 were
exercising their wings at least three
days before they left the nest July
15, the twelfth day after hatching.
At 7 :30 A.M., two young ones could
be heard giving the cher-ree call in
the shrubbery about 30 feet away
and across a narrow road from the
nest. The one remaining young was
found on the ground at 8 :30 A.M.
After it had been weighed, measured,
and banded, it was placed on the
ground under the nest. Calling constantly, it hopped and fluttered into

69

Percent
37.0
58.2

Sound
63
23

Percent
63.0
41.8

44.5

86

55.5

a small shrub, then started across
the open space across a road toward
the shrubbery where the others had
been heard earlier. It worked from
stem to stem up small shrubs an:!
finally into a small tree until attaining a height of 15 feet when it flew
over a small shed and lit on the
ground. It immediately started up
another small shrub and finally rested for several minutes. No adults
were around when the young tanager
was making its way across the road,
but soon after it reached the shrubbery the female was in evidence
and she seemed to lead the young
tanager farther into the denser vegetation by cri-teek calls and short
flights. When the young bird came
to a point on a twig about three feet
above the ground, it seemed to rest
though it was in the open and quite
exposed. It rested 15 or 20 minutes
befere continuing its efforts to get
higher into a tree. When it reached
a height of about 12 feet in a small
grand fir, it remained there from
10:00 A.M. until 2:00 P.M. By
4:00 P.M. it had moved at least 100
yards from the nest tree by short
flights from tree to tree and finally
by a rather long flight of about 50
feet.
This young tanager was found the
next morning at 7:30 and again in
the afternoon about 5 :00 both times
being located by its begging cher-ree
call. It was not found the third day.
The last time it was seen, it was on a
birch branch about 25 feet high.

______________________~N~eb~r~a~s~k~a~B~l~·r~d~R~e~v~i~e~w~_____________________ 7
The fledging of nest 3 was attended by only the female. The male
came near but did not pay any attention to the young bird, only to the
observer. The female fed the young
one as much as 10 times in a period
of 18 minutes and was away from it
as long as eight to thirty minutes
at a time. When the adult left, the
fledgling remained quiet mo"t of the
time, apparently sleeping. It did resume calling when there was some
commotion as chickadees
feeding
nearby. If squirrels started their
cha ttering call, the young one became
silent again. Periods of silence ranged
from four to nineteen minutes with
six being the median in five records.
The female seemed to come to the
young one in response to its call, but
one time the female flew right next
to the young one before it was even
aware of her approach. She apparently wakened it which indicates she
knew the location of the fledgling
without hearing it. She also offered
food without being stimulated to do
so.
Two young tanagers fell from
nest 1 between 4:00 P.M. and 6 :30
P.M. on July 6. The two remaining
ones were gone July 9 and nothing
was seen of them. After the first
two tanagers were weighed, measured
and banded, they were released on the
ground under the nest. The first one
traveled across an open space calling
all the time as did the fledgling from
nest 3. At one time the female hopped on the ground ahead of it calling
and holding the tail slightly to one
side a little like that of the brokenwing behavior of other birds though
it was far from being the same. There
were four or five people there at the
time and the female came as close as
a yard from the feet of one observer. The young one hopped into a
shrub about 20 yards from the nest
tree. It was there the next morning,

and remained in another shrub a
short distance away for a day. Judging by the amount of excrement
on leaves and ground, it stayed in
another shrub for at least another
day. Unfortunately there were no
observations for two days and it was
not seen again. It appeared that both
adults fed this young tanager but
careful records were not kept regarding this activity. The second
young tanager from this nest was
not seen again.
Both adults became very belligerent when the young ones were out
of nest 1. They chased a red squirrel
up and down a tree for several minutes on two different occasions, once
being assisted by an Audubon's WarbIer. The female chased a chipmunk
under a cabin, and again, chased one
for a distance of 25 feet or more all
the time making a rattling sound not
unlike that which a Brown Thrasher
makes when disturbed.
At 4:30 P.M. July 17 a young bird
was located by its cher-ree note in
the state park in the vicinity of nest
4. Several observations showed that
only the male fed it. Later a dead female was found in a small tree below
nest 4 completely dessicated. There
is no way of knowing if she was the
female of nest 4. The next day another young bird was found in the
park but it could fly very well and
was in the company of a p-air of Western Tanagers. August 8 a pair of
Western Tanagers was seen feeding
fledglings that were flying. These
were probably from a different nest.
Measurements taken of the fledglings were (a) from the bend of the
wing to the tip of the longest primary, and (b) of primary 1. They are
given along with the weights of two
in the following:
Fledgling
Nest 1-1
Nest 1-2
Nest 3

(a)
(b)
47mm.
33mm.
42mm.
3Omm.
57mm. 40.5mm.

Weight
20.7 gr.

20.7

gr.
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VEGETATION
That the Western Tanager, at
least in this region, is closely associated with the Douglas fir is borne
out by the fact that four nests were in
Douglas firs. The other one was in
a grand fir. It was interesting to
note that there was at least one dead
tree within 66.6 feet of the nest tree
in all casses except one. They were
10 feet or more in height. The birds
were seen to use these trees as observation and preening posts several
times. Whether dead trees are necessary to th e activities of the tanagers
or there were so many dead trees as
to be a usua l part of the environment
cannot be determined at this point.
The tops of the trees were 30 to 100
feet high with the majority of them
being closer to 100 feet. The second
layer of shrubs and small trees was
most dense around' nest 4 probably
covering 75 % or more of the ground.
Nest 3 had least with probably 10 %
cover. This layer was composed of
plants 10 to 15 feet tall including
maples, ocea n spray, service berry,
birch, mock orange, ninebark, and
young trees. A third layer was two
to four feet high and was made up
of thimbleberry, white spirea, Oregon grape, snowberry and wild rose.
Below this were the herbs.
The Western Tanagers spent most
of their food gathering time in the
tops of the trees actively searching
above and below the branches and
sometimes flycatching and tumbling
down through the branches. Their
actions were not unlike those of certain warblers and were rather spectacular. The only time they did much
hunting in the understory was when
the young ones were on or near the
ground, and this was most obvious in
the parents at nest 1.

SUMMARY
Observations were made on the
nesting activities of the Western
Tanager, Piranga ludoviciana, during ,June and July of 1963 at the
Biological Station of the University
of Montana n ear Bigfork.
Structure of the nests, kinds of
calls, attentiveness, feeding pattern
of the nestlings, care of the fledglings, and types of nesting areas and
nesting trees were observed.
Attentive and inattentive periods
were nearly equal during the day and
only the female incubated. There was
little brooding of the young. Nestlings were fed several times in rapid
succession followed by a short period
of little or no activity. The male fed
the nestlings more often than the
female did, ",nd when both adults
came to the nest, the male fed the
young first. The female continued
to beg from the male until the young
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were fledged.
The ca.lls made by the adult tanagers seemed to bring little response
from the nestlings and it is suggested
that their purpose may be signals
between the male and female.
Four nests were in Douglas firs
and one in a grand fir. Douglas fir
made up the bulk of the trees in the
nesting area. Nests were located toward the end of branches 20 to 25
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feet high and were loosely constructed
and loosely connected to the branches.
(This study was made in a problems course at the University of
Montana under the direction of Dr.
Victor Lewin. Mrs. Clyta Rietsma,
another student at the Biological
Station, assisted in locating some of
the nests.) --Chadron State College,
Chadron.

YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT HERON NESTING
In Nebraska
by Roger S. Sharpe
For years the
Yellow-crowned
Night Heron, Nyctanassa violacea
(Linnaeus), has been seen sporadically in the spring and summer in
eastern Nebraska. Repeated observations of adult individuals and immatures during the breeding and
post-breeding seasons have led to
some speculation as to the species'
nesting in the state. These sightings
have generally been attributed to the
wanderings of un-mated individuals
and post-breeding dispersal of matures and immatures,1
N yctanassa violacea violacea (L)
breeds locally from Oklahoma, southeastern Kansas, Missouri, and western and central Tennessee, rarely
from Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio, and
on the Atlantic Seaboard from Massachusetts south into eastern Mexico
and eastern Central America, including the Gulf Coast of the United
States. 1

There has been a gradual increase
in the number of reported sightings

of the' Yellow-crowned Night Heron
in the state within the last 20 years
with a greater preponderance of reports within the last decade. (Table
1). According to Palmer this species
is extending its range northward' 4
W. H. Brown of Des Moines, Iowa,
recorded two pairs nesting in that
vicinity in 1956. Recurrent nesting
occurred in succeeding years through
1960 with the exception of 1958. No
data are available since 1962. This
is apparently the closest recorded
nesting of the species to the eastern
Nebraska area.
This year (1963) a definite record
of a nesting attempt of this species
has been established but the nest was
not successful. For the last three
years one or more individuals have
been spending the late spring and
summer in or near the marshland
bordering Fontenelle Forest in Sarpy
County, Nebraska (Table 1). With
individuals being present within the
normal nesting period (April-July),
speculation arose as to the possibil-
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ity of its nesting in the area. * In
May, 1962, James Malkowski, Omaha,
and I made unsucc~ssful attempts at
locating a nest.

in diameter at its widest being slightly oblong. It appeared quite flimsy,
being not very deep, and looking as
if thrown together.

This April (1963) a pair appeared
again in the Fontenelle Forest marshland. At the Nebraska Ornithologist's
Vnion spring field day on May 4 the
first official nest of a pair of Yellow-crowned Night Herons was sighted by a group of N.O.V. members.
From that day I made twice weekly
trips to the nest to observe nesting
activity.

It was very difficult to distinguish
between the two birds except for one
having a somewhat brighter crest
than the other. Later in the incubation period (May 17) only one bird
was on the nest, the other was feeding
in the stream nearby. It became apparent that both birds incubated by
their comparative difference in crest
brilliance, but no exchange of incubators was witnessed.

N. v. violacea nests in a variety
of habitats from wet to dry terrain,
swamps, bayous, but always in
trees or shrubbery. More usually it
nests in lush river swamps. In the
V.S. it nests most often in willows
close to water.4 This correlates somewhat to the habitat of the Nebraska
nester. This pair nested in Missouri
River bottom-land with predominant
we ll-e s tab I i shed elm-cottonwood
growth. The nest was located in a
box elder tree at a height of about
40 feet. The distance from a nearby
stream was about 50 feet. A swampmarsh was about one-eighth mile
distant. At the beginning of the observations both birds were at the
nest. While one incubated the other
perched on a limb a few feet away.
They appeared not too annoyed at
the presence of a human. Sometimes
the perching bird left its perch, flew
a small circle above tree level around
the observer, then returned to or near
the original perch. The nest was of
stick material estimated at 20 inches

*Apparently those birds nesting in
the more southerly regions of the
breeding range tend to nest earlier
than those in the more northern regions. 4 This could account for some
post-breeding dispersal in the late
spring and early summer months.

On June 2 the nest was not occupied by an incubating bird. The last
recorded incubation was May 28. The
pair was in the nearby marsh feeding. The nest appeared empty. In
succeeding visits the birds were not
at the nest, and there was no indication of young. Apparently nesting
activity had ceased. No indication of
predator violence was present as the
nest was intact. No shells or evidence
of young were present on the ground.
The trees surrounding and in which
the nest was located were quite bare
throughout the month because of
canker-worm infestation; therefore,
affording no shade protection from
sun to the eggs when the parents
were absent. This possibly could
have affected the eggs. No young
were definitely seen although once
what appeared to be down was seen
protruding above the nest.
Since evidence of young or attendance at nest was not established
during the month following the last
incubation record, the nesting was
judged to be unsuccessful.
With the trend toward more observations of adults and immatures
of this species in the state and the
thought that there is a definite expansion of the species' breeding
range northward, it is more and
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more probable that the bird has
nested and will again nest in the
state.
Observers noting frequent occurrences of this species in a given locality, even though a single adult,
should make a more thorough census
of the respective area with the possibility of finding another adult or
pair. Close observations of the birds
could le,ad to more nesting records.Dept. of Zoo., Uni. of Nebraska,
Lincoln
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TABLE I
Occurrence of Nyctanassa violacea in Nebraska since 1939*
Year
1939
1943
1948
1954

1955
1956
1957
1959
1960

Date
Apr.
Apr.
May
May
May
May
May
May
July

10
23
23
3
26
1
1
4, 6
23

Adams
Adams
Sarpy
Adams
Sarpy
Adams
Sarpy
Lancaster
Saunders

May
May
Apr.
Apr.
May
May
May
Aug.

6
12
29
29
8
14
28-Aug. 15
14

Antelope
Adams
Adams
Nemaha
Adams
Garfield
Sarpy
Lancaster

Sept. 5
May 16
June 24
July 22-Aug. 19
1962
Apr. 29
May 9-J une 30
May 10
June 10
1963
Apr. 25
*Compiled from seasonal reports in
1961

County

No. Seen
1
1
2
1

1
1
1 adult
1 imm.
1
1
1
1
1

1 adult
1 imm.

Lancaster
Antelope
Sarpy
Sarpy
Platte
Sarpy
8
Adams
Lancaster
Sarpy
2
Nebr. Bird Review since 1939.
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GENERAL NOTES
GREEN-TAILED TOWHEE AT
STAPLETON.-On May 31, 1963, I
discovered a bird under a drop trap
that was not in use. The trap was on
a rough ground making it possible
for the bird to crawl under. When
I removed it from the trap I was
thrilled by its beauty and I had no
idea what species it might be. With
Mrs. Glandon's help we located an
exact picture in our books-a Greentailed Towhee. There seems to be
only a few records of this species
in Nebraska, all west of Logan
County. It is recorded in Scotts Bluff,
Box Butte and Keith Counties ranging from 1957 to 1961 with only six
recorded observations including one
banded by Mrs. Roy Witschy of
Scottsbluff. Our speciman was released carrying band No. 63-175621.
-Earl W. Glandon, Stapleton.
SURF SCOTER IN ROCK COUNTY.-According to the Revised Checklist of Nebraska Birds (1958), the
Surf Scoter (Melanitta perspicillata)
is shown as an accidental winter visitor in eastern Nebraska. On November 22, 1963, a juvenile female of
this species was shot on Lake George
in Rock County, 19 miles south and
two miles west of Bassett.
This observation may constitute
a new record for north-central Nebraska. The skin of this bird was
preserved for verification of the
s'peoies.-Karl E. Menzel; Game,
Forestation and Parks Commission,
Bassett.
WHITE IBIS IN ROCK COUNTY.
-According to the 1958 Revised
Check-list of Nebraska Birds, the
White Ibis (Guara alba) had not
been recorded in Nebraska and was
not on the hypothetical list. Apparently there has been no published record of its occurrence since that date.

On August 1, 1963, I observed an
Ibis on a pond one-half mile south of
Bassett. At the time light was too
poor for species identification. On
August 8, I observed a juvenile
White Ibis at the same location. On
August 9, using a 16 millimeter camera with a four-inch lens, movies
were taken. The Ibis was at the same
location on August 10, 16, 17, and
19. On August 21 the pond was dry
and, consequently, the Ibis had left
the immediate vicinity.
Dr. Paul Johnsgard of the University of Nebraska viewed the movie
film and confirmed the species identification. His cooperation is appreciated.-Karl B. Menzel; Game, Forestation and Pwrks Commission, Bassett.
BOREAL OWL IN WEBSTER
COUNTY.-I should let you know
what I saw this morning (DecembeT
16, 1963). When I went to the barn
for fuel before daylight, I heard the
fluttering of wings as some bird
tried in vain to escape through a
small window. I quickly put the
flashlight beam on it and there was
an owl. Since it was the size of a
Screech Owl I took it to be a member
of that species. It was only about
six feet away and was temporarily
blinded by the light. Suddenly I became aware of the fact that it had
no ear tufts and I realized I was
looking at a Richardson's (Boreal)
Owl. It was too large for the Sawwhet Owl and the beak was pale in
color. The next night I heard it in the
barn again.-Harold Turner, Bladen
(and Holstein)
(The Revised Check-list of Nebraska
Birds states that two of these birds
have been seen in Nebraska, both at
Lincoln.-Ed.)
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NOTES FROM BLADEN, WEBSTER COUNTY.-Although on one
other occasion I did have a silhouette
view (unreporteu, about October 18,
1956), it was not until November 21,
1962, that I had a daytime observation of the Double-crested Cormorant.
Coming in ahead of a colder change
of weather, a f.lock of perhaps 30 was
seen flying low over the ridge to the
west of my farmstead. The day being cloudy caused me to mistake
them for geese at first.
On August 8, 1962, a Yellow-bellied
Flycatcher was see'n, at close range,
in a tamarisk tree here by my house.
It was early in the morning, before
sunrise, but the details were very
distinct, and I believe there is no
danger of confusion with the Acadian in this distance. It was perhaps 12 to 15 years ago that I saw
a small flycatcher in spring time giving the impression of a miniature
Western Kingbird. I felt sure it was
a "yellow belly" but did not report
it, I think.
It was on September 14, 1962,
that I scored a nice "double." First
to be seen was a Solitary Vireo, just
outside the kitchen window, as it
perched in the bushes along the north
side of the house. Details were unmistakable in his case, and also with
the Blue-gray Gnatcatcher seen about
two hours later. Although not at as
close range and more briefly seen,
details were very distinct both by the
un-aided eye and through the glass
(in the latter). Then the bird was
heard singing whIch was a treat,
indeed.

On September 23, 1962, what is
described in some bird books as "almost astonishing" was my feeling
as I heard an adult male Blackburnian 'Varbler perched in the staghorn
sumac at the corner of my house.
This observation was made from an

13

upstairs window so I viewed it from
above.
Not until October 2, 1962, did I
make an acquaintance with the Fox
Sparrow. Again, details were unmistakable, and if I understand correctly, there are two color phases. This
one was the "red." I heard its call
several times, too.-Harold Turner,
Bladen (and Holstein).
D I C K CIS S E LS.-My study of
Dickcissels raised some questions.
Where do they go when frustrated in
nesting activities by mowing and
harvesting alfalfa, grain and grass?
As in other years, a field full of singing Dickcissels vanish overnight
when the mower takes the plant cover. Only exceptions are a pair now
and then missed along the road or
river. I think they travel farther
north.
I have found nests on the ground
in tufts of grass, supported only by
the upright stems, not fastened.
Sometimes they hang from the tops
of grass. They like buckbrush and
hang the nest under the tops of the
bushes. Or they use crotches of low
trees for nesting sites. Most seem to
nest on the ground. They like thick
tufts of grass over a foot high. I
have not found a nest in its beginning though I had an offer of $5.00
out besides an incredible number of
hours in the field myself.
Are there several sub-species in
Nebraska? It sounds to me as if some
have huskier voices. Dozens of pairs
may use one field but each one has
his special singing perch. He sings
from other perches when I walk
near. Telephone wires, weed stems
and fences all serve as singing perches.
Dickcissels have a hard time. They
are plagued with mowing machines
which destroy their habitat. Cowbirds lay eggs in their nests. Sum-
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mer heat kills the young, and always
snakes abound.
I've decided that it would be more
practical to study the species one
finds on excursions rather than giving special thought to the species one
really wants to study, for me, the
Dickcissel.--lola Pennington, Wauneta.
HOUSES AND HOUSE WRENS.
-Everyone around here seems to
think that wrens prefer weathered
houses. This year I exploded their
theory. On May 10 I put two new
bird houses in my yard. On May 12
I noticed that wrens were carrying
sticks into both houses. One was built
for a chickadee and was eight inches deep. Both families raised a
brood of young. I also put up a new
wren house and a new Downy W oodpeeker house at the cabin. I forgot
to hang these until May 26. On May
30 when we again went to the cabin,
both houses were completely full of
sticks and occupied by wre"ns.
There is a great number of wrens
in the area around the cabin so the
housing there may have been short.
This was not true of our own yard,
however, since both our neighbors
to the south and east have old wren
houses that were un-occupied. I built
my houses with plenty of ventilation
and this may have contributed since
the neighbors' houses were poorly
ventilated'.-Mrs. Kermit Swanson,
AUToTa.
POOR-WILLS NEAR POWELL.
- I first sighted the bird May 27
when I flushed it from a nest. The
nest contained two un-marked eggs
of an off white, with possibly a bluish tinge. The nest was on a patch
of bare ground under a sumac bush

On June 1, I frightened two adult
birds in the same area. This was
about 9 :30 P.M., on a moonlight
night. On June 2, I got a rather
good look at the bird before it flushed. It had a rather large white
throat patch also white tips on the
corners of the tail.
June 4 only one egg remained in
the nest and three days later when
I went back, the lone egg was gone.
I did not see the birds again but on
July 17 I heard one or possibly two
birds calling about one half mile
from the old nesting site. The time
was about 8 :00 P.M. They sounded
like they were saying "poor-will;
poor-will-ee."
Having spent one summer in Kentucky, I am familiar with the Whippoor-will. The birds' calls are considerab.ly different and the Poor will is smaller but they are very
similar otherwise. A Whip-poor-will
spent the summer of 1955 in the
same area as the Poor-will was. I
never was able to see it, but I heard
it call almost every evening for over
a month.
I don't think that I will ever be
lucky enough to come across another
nest, but I hope they come back and
nest here next year.-Glen L. Roge,
Powell.
(Relative to this report, Mrs. Florence Patton writes, "I feel sure the
bird Glen Hoge found nesting was the
Poor-will. The location would have
been on the extreme eastern edge
of its habitat. But more convincing
was that the eggs were pure white
and it is in rocky, rough country,
no nest, just laid on a rock ledge.
He heard the Poor-will call two
years before he found the nest and
saw the bird closely.")
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MEETINGS AND REPORTS
June 1, 1963, a group of 17 people
from Chadron, Scottsbluff and North
Platte met Mary Tremaine and Bertha Winter at the Crescent Lake Refuge where Richard Rogers, manager
of the refuge, directed a tour and
pointed out the birds of the area. It
was a 1.tot sunny day and the group
was out from 9 :00 A.M. until 5 :00
P.M. The 70 kinds seen by the group
plus others seen by Mary and Bertha
brought the total count to 107. They
were listed as follows: Eared, Western and Pied-billed Grebes; Doublecrested Cormorant, Snowy Egret,
Black-crowned Night Heron, American Bittern, Canada Goose, Mallard,
Gadwall, Pintail, Green-winged Teal,
Blue-winged Teal, American Widgeon, Shoveller, Redhead, Canvasback, Lesser Scaup, Ruddy Duck,
Swainson's, Roughlegged, Marsh and
Sparrow Hawks.
Sharp-tailed Grouse, Ring-necked
Pheasant, American Coot, Killdeer,
Long-billed Curlew, Upland Plover,
Spotted Sandpiper, Willet, Whiterumped Sandpiper, Dowitcher, Stilt
and Semipalmated Sandpipers, American Avocet, Wilson's and Northern
Phalaropes; Ringbilled, Franklin's
and Bonaparte's Gulls; Forster's,
~mmon, and Black Terns.
Rock and Mourning Doves; Great
Horned and Burrowing Owls; Common Nighthawk, Chimney Swift,
Flicker,
Red-headed
Woodpecker,
Eastern and Western Kingbirds,
Great Crested Flycatcher, Empidonax sp., Horned Lark, Rough-winged
and Barn Swallows, Blue Jay, Blackbilled Magpie, Common Crow, Blackcapped Chickadee House and Longbilled Marsh Wrens, Catbird, Brown
Thrasher, Robin, Wood, Swainson's
and Graycheeked Thrushes.

Loggerhead Shrike, Starling, Bell's,
Red-eyed, and Warbling Vireos;
Black and White, and Yellow Warblers; Yellow-throat, American Redstart, House Sparrow, Bobolink,
Eastern and Western Meadowlarks,
Yellow-headed and Redwinged Blackbirds, Orchard Oriole, Common Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird, Scarlet
Tanager, Cardinal, Blue Grosbeak,
Dickcissel, American Goldfinch, Rufous-sided Towhee, Lark Bunting!,
Savannah, Grasshopper, Ve s per,
Lark, Chipping, and Field Sparrows.
In addition to these (and included
in the 107 total) Mary and Bertha
saw the Short-eared Owl along Highway #2, a Red-breasted Nuthatch,
Black-headed Grosbeak and Pine Siskin at Halsey and the Black-headed
Grosbeak also at Smith Lake.
Those who attended felt this a very
worth while trip and urged that
another similar one be taken in the
future.

September 28-29 the annual Fall
Field Day was held at Valentine
with Mrs. Chas. Reece taking care
of the local arrangements. A few
took part in a field trip on Saturday, but the majority of the people
arrived for the Sunday field trip.
The morning was spent in the city
park and the Valentine Fish Hatchery. Both places are excellent for
birds. The noon meal was eaten, picnic style, at the Valentine National
Wiidlife Refuge south of Valentine
where Mr. and Mrs. Nelius Nelson
provided coffee and picnic tables.
The day was too short.
The list of birds seen was: E.ared
and Pie-billed Grebes; Great Blue
Heron, American Bittern, Mallard,
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Gadwall, Pintail, Green-winged and
Blue-winged Teals, American Widgeon, Shoveller, Ruddy Duck, Redtailed, Swainson's, Rough-legged and
Marsh Hawks; Osprey and Sparrow
Hawk, Greater Prairie Chicken,
Sharp-tailed
Grouse,
Ring-necked
Pheasant, Turkey, American Coot,
Killdeer, Common Snipe, Greater and
Lesser Yellowlegs, Ring-billed Gull,
Mourning Dove, Great Horned Owl,
Chimney Swift, Belted Kingfisher,
Flicker, Hairy and Downy Woodpeckers, Eastern Kingbird, Horned Lark,
Rough-winged and Barn Swallows,
Blue Jay, Black-billed Magpie, Blackcapped Chickadee, White-breasted
Nuthatch, Catbird, Brown Thrasher,
Robin, Eastern Bluebird, Pipit sp.,
Cedar Waxwing, Starling, Orangecrowned, Nashville, Myrtle, Audubon's and Wilson's Warblers; House
Sparrow, Western Meadowlark, Yellow-headed, Redwinged and Brewer's
Blackbirds; Common Grackle, Cardinal, Pine Siskin, American Goldfinch,
Red Crossbill, Rufous-sided Towhee,
Savannah, Baird's, Vesper, and Lark
Sparrows; Slate-colored Junco, Claycolored, H a r r is', White-crowned,
White-throated, Lincoln's and Song

Sparrows. This is a total of 79 species.
The officers would like an invitation for the 1964 Fall Field Day.

EXCERPTS FROM
LETTERS
"The date for our observation of
the Yellow-billed Cuckoo in the
Spring Migration and Occurrence
list, should be May 12 instead of
April 12. Someone might write a
paper on the Yellow-billed Cuckoo
and use this too-early date."-Earl
Glandon, Stapleton.
"Will you please make a correction
of your statement in the October,
1963, Review that 'many of these
records are from the Game Refuge
on Forney Lake, Iowa.' From my
notes of the report I sent, only Pelicans and Coots were noted there, and
that only to give the numbers seen.
They were also seen in Cass County
as were all the other birds listed.
Some were seen on the. Game Refuge
here in Plattsmouth, but most were
from all over the country."-Lorene
Heineman, Plattsmouth.

